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"\;The text does an excellent job of describing the metamorphosis of a swallowtail butterfly, and the closeup, vibrant drawings of each developmental stage are outstanding."\; —\; School Library Journal
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Children's Literature
A granddaughter's special relationship with her grandfather emerges in this beautiful story. As the elderly man answers his granddaughter's questions, he helps her to understand how something ugly like stinging nettles can be vital to a caterpillar, which will ultimately emerge as a butterfly. Delicately illustrated with pen and watercolor, this book celebrates the wonder of life on every page. The young girl wonders why her grandfather keeps the stinging nettles in his garden rather than cut them down. After all, her father gets rid of them\; he calls them weeds. Grandfather takes her by the hand each day, and they go into the garden together to watch and talk. As grandfather explains the nettles' importance to the girl, highlighting facts about butterflies and caterpillars, the story develops a non-fiction tone. This is truly a read-and-wonder book, a combination of fact and fiction that will entice anyone listening to ask questions and begin to explore the world of caterpillars. It is the perfect lap book for grandparents to share with their own grandchildren, and it is one that can be shared in all classrooms, from kindergarten up as an introduction to life science. In short, it is a book that will be as pleasing to adults as to young children. This is children's literature at its finest. Reviewer: Kathy Leggett
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